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The HomeInformationCenter (HIC) connects the eibPort to Windows Media Center 
Edition by Microsoft and the iPhone (and iPod touch) by Apple. Via HIC you are able 
to switch lights, the heating system, watch camera pictures or different values, ... . 
 
The complete installation of HIC is explained in this manual. 
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1 Overview 
 
To connect the eibPort with Windows Media Center Edition, you need several hard- 
and software components. This picture shows all components you need. 
 

 
 
eibPort 
The eibPort holds the connection to EIB. It also writes the actual information into the 
SQL database, you need for HIC. Furthermore the HIC project gets created with the 
eibPort editor. 
 
You need an eibPort version > 0.6.5. If the firmwar e is older, you have to update 
to a new version. 
 
MySQL Server + Webserver (incl. PHP) 
MySQL server is an administration program for SQL databases. This program 
manages the state table that contains the HIC informations. The web server transfers 
these informations to the clients. 
 
Both applications are open source products. They where pooled to the XAMPP 
installation. XAMPP is a distribution by Apache, MySQL, PHP and Pearl, that makes 
it possible to install these applications in an easy way. 
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Clients 
 
To connect to HIC you can use the Windows Media Center Edition by Microsoft, the 
iPhone (or iPod touch) by Apple or a conventional browser that supports JavaScript. 
The Client can be installed on the computer with the MySQL- and Web server or on 
another computer that is connected with the server via network. Of course multiple 
clients are possible. 
 
The HIC installation is independent of the kind of the used client. If you install HIC the 
way it is explained in this manual, it works with Windows Media Center Edition, the 
iPhone (or iPod touch) and any browser that supports JavaScript. 
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2 Installation of the web- and database server 
 
The first step is to install the web server. Start the setup file and choose your 
language. 
In the following steps, accept the license agreement, choose the installation path and 
choose the components you want to install. You have to choose the components 
"HomeInformationCenter" and "XAMPP". After that, the required files are installed. 
 
During the installation the windows console opens: 
 

 
 
Type "1" and press "Enter". Now the installation paths get updated. To close the 
console press any key, when you get asked. 
 
During the further installation the windows console opens again: 
 

 
 
Press any key again, to start the MySQL service. 
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The installation of the required files is now complete. Click "Next" to continue. 
 
A configuration window opens: 
 

 
 
Fill in the arrays: 
 
IP eibPort:   Network adress of your eibPort 
UDP Port:   TCP-UDP port of your eibPort (default: 1735) 
BT Nr.:   Serial number of your eibPort (can be found on the backside of 
   the eibPort) 
System ID:   System ID of your eibPort (default: 0) 
 
Attention: Write down the values, you type in the f ollowing arrays. They are 
needed for the database configuration of the eibPor t. 
 
DB Host:    Network adress of the computer, you installed the database on
   (normally the computer, you are working at right now) 
Database Name:  Name of the database, the eibPort shall write in 
User:    Username to log in the database 
Passwort:   Password for database 
Language:  Required language 
 
When you have completed the inputs, click "Next". 
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Now the services "Apache" (web server) and MySQL (database) get restarted. 
 
Click "Finish" to reboot your computer. 
 

 
 

After the reboot, you can already reach the web server with your internet browser at: 
http://localhost/phpmyadmin 
 

 
 



   

 9 

3 Creating database and database connection 
The eibPort writes the current EIB values into a database which is created in the 
following steps. HIC gets these values via the web server. 
 

Creating a database connection of the eibPort 
To create the database connection, you have to connect to the eibPort and open the 
ConfigTool. Type in the character string and username / password. 
 

 
 
Choose the tab "Database". 
 

Creating a new database connection 
The eibPort can connect to one or more databases. The computer with the database 
has to be reachable via network. 
 
Do a right click in the left window. 



   

 10 

 
Choose "Add Database connection" 
 

 
 
 
Then a parameter window opens 
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Type in the values, you wrote down in step 2 and click "Save". Don´t change the 
"Port" value (3306). 
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Creating a state table 
 
The eibPort writes the EIB states in a table of the database. The database can 
contain tables, but for HIC you only need the state table. 
 
Further types of tables are log- and telegram tables. They can be created for 
analysis, but they are not used by HIC. 
 
 
To create a new table, do a right click on the database connection, you have created 
before. And choose "Add Table". 
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A parameter window opens. Type in the following values: 
 

 
 
Description  Displayed name of the table 
 
Enabled   Enables or disables the table 
 
Type   Choose: State Table 
 
Name   Choose the default name (s_table)  
 
In the table below, you can choose which values shall be written into the database. 
For HIC you can keep the defaults. 
 
After finishing the inputs, click "Save" and reboot your eibPort. 
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4 Creating a HIC-project 
In this chapter you learn, how to create and configure a HIC project with the HIC 
editor. 
 

Architecture of Home Information Center 
The Home Information Center editor contains data sources. One contains all 
configured EIB objects and the other contains the information how the tree structure 
of the visualization will look. 
 
Element 
Each element has properties like group address and description and are grouped by 
categories for a better overview. 
 
Tree structure 
The tree structure represents the layout of the visualization. You can add your 
Elements in folders which may be defined by the structure of the building for 
example. 
 

Home Information Center Editor 
To start the Home Information Center editor, open the eibPort with your browser and 
click on „Editor“. When the editor has started, choose “Home Information Center” 
from the menu “Window”. If you have never created a HIC visualization a message 
will popup, that no project has been found. 
 
You can use the context menu to add new elements and drag & drop to move them 
into the tree structure or change the tree structure. 
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Editor window 
The editor window is divided into the following parts: 
 

 
 

·  Menubar 
·  Element overview   left column 
·  Projectview    center column 
·  Parameters    right column 
 

Menubar 
The Menubar contains buttons for the following actions: 
 

  The project will be loaded from the eibPort 

 Saves the whole project into the eibPort. 

 Gives a selection of the available elements and creates a new element 
  from the chosen type. 
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Element Overview 
In the element overview all configured elements are grouped by its type. You can add 
them either using the menubar or the context menu by right clicking the element 
overview. 
 
Tree structure 
In this part of the editor contains the folders and references to the elements. It is the 
structure that will be displayed in the visualization. New folders can be added using 
the context menu (right click). The folders, elements and references can be placed by 
drag & drop. 
By dragging an element from the element overview into the tree structure you will 
create a reference to this element. If you change any property from the element, the 
reference will have this property, too. 
 
Parameter 
Here all properties for the selected elements are listed. 
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Available elements 
 
-    EIS 1 on/off 
 This element displays the status of an EIS1 device and can send the a new 
 status if „control“ is enabled.  
 
- EIS 5 Temperature 
 This element displays the current and desired temperature of a temperature 
 sensor. If control is enabled, you can change the desired temperature with the 
 configured step width. 
 
- EIS 5 value floating point 
 Displays EIS 5 values. If you have control enabled, you have to configure 
 step size, maximum and minimum value. 
 
- EIS 6 value 0-100 % 
 Displays EIS 6 values. If you have control enabled, you have to configure 
 step size, maximum and minimum value. 
 
- EIS 14 value 0-255 
 Displays EIS 14 values. If you have control enabled, you have to configure 
 step size, maximum and minimum value. 
 
- Camera 
 Displays an image of a network camera. You have to configure the correct 
 URL to the image. 
 
- Jalousie 
 For the control of shutters and Venetian blinds with functions move, step, stop 
 and wind alarm 
 
- List 
 Element to start play lists (Slimserver for example) 
 
- MediaControl 
 For the control of music, DVD or another device. This element contains the 
 most important functions: play, stop, back, skip and volume.
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5  Granting a license 
To use HomeInformationCenter, you have to load a valid license file into the eibPort. 
Connect to your eibPort and open the ConfigTool. Type in the character string and 
username / password. 
 

 
 
 

Choose the tab "License Upload". 
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Click "Choose Licencsefile", choose the path of your licensefile and click "Open". 
To install the licensefile, click "Start Upload". 
 

 
 

Now HIC is licensed on this eibPort and can be used.
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6  Connecting to HIC  

iPhone / iPod touch 
 
If you use an iPhone or an iPod touch by Apple, open Safari and choose the URL: 
http://<IP of the computer with database>/homeinfor mationcenter/iphone.php 
 
Safari now opens the HIC visualization. 

Client without Windows MCE 
 
Open an internet browser, that supports JavaScript and choose the URL: 
http://<IP of the computer with database>/homeinfor mationcenter/index.php 
 
The browser now opens the HIC visualization. 

Client with Windows MCE 
 
Start the setup file as in step 2, but only install "HomeInformationCenter"  
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During the installation, you have to enter the network adress of the database server. 
 

 
 

Take care, that you enter the same adress as in step 2. 
In the next window click on "Finish" to complete the installation 
 
From now on Home Information Center is integrated in Windows MCE. 
 

 


